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Preface

Convincing interpretations of many ancient glacimarine sequences depend on studies of
analogous processes active in modern glacimarine environments. Studies of both ancient
glacimarine sequences and modern glacimarine environments have increased in recent
years. The time therefore seemed ripe to hold a meeting to bring workers on the
contemporary and ancient record together, and so the meeting which generated this
volume was conceived. The two-day meeting, organized on behalf of the Marine Studies
Group of the Geological Society of London, in conjunction with the International
Glaciological Society, and promoted under the aegis of IGCP Project 260, was held in
March 1989 at Burlington House in Piccadilly, the London home of the Geological
Society. Many of the papers presented at the meeting are contained within this volume.
It was a pleasure to welcome contributions from North America, and from many of the
countries of continental Europe, in addition to those from Britain. A blend of papers on
modern and ancient glacimarine environments was achieved, and we found organizing
the meeting a stimulating and satisfying experience. We had initially intended dividing
the volume into two more-or-less equal halves devoted to 'modern' and 'ancient', but we
were pleasantly surprised by the number of contributions which transcended this
boundary, and so felt that to impose such a division would have been artificial. Following
an introductory paper on approaches to the study of glacimarine environments by the
editors, Boulton's review paper is concerned with general principles in both modern and
ancient environments. This is followed by a series of papers concerned largely with
processes in modern glacimarine environments (Powell, Cowan & Powell, Domack,
Gilbert, Dowdeswell & Murray, Carlson et al., Aitken, and Syvitski et al.). The paper by
Syvitski et al. is followed by a review by Fairchild & Spiro, as both are concerned with
geochemical aspects of glacimarine sediments. A number of studies of ancient sequences
are then organized by age and latitude; there is a paper from Canada (Woodworth-Lynas
& Guignr), three concerning the Nordic and Barents Seas (Bischof et al., Solheim et al.
and Vorren et al.), one from Greenland (Huddart & Peacock), two from Sweden
(Stevens and Lord) and two from the continental shelf to the west of the British Isles
(Scourse et al. and Stoker). The two final papers are concerned with earlier Cenozoic
(Eyles & Lagoe) and pre-Cenozoic (Moncrieff & Hambrey) glacimarine environments.
We would like to thank the Secretary, staff and housekeepers of the Geological
Society for help in the organization of the meeting and the publication of this volume.
The successful organization of the meeting also depended in large part on the very
helpful advice of Dr Colin Summerhayes, Chairman of the Marine Studies Group at the
time of the conception of the meeting, and on financial support from British Petroleum
and the Geological Society. Dr Chris Evans of the British Geological Survey kindly
organized the core workshop and poster display. Dr Mike Hambrey, Dr Judith Allen,
Bill Austin, Marianne Cromack, Gordon Hamilton, Tavi Murray, David Sexton and
Ruth Watkins helped organizationally in various critical ways. Evelyn Dowdeswell
compiled the index.
Finally, we thank our contributors, who not only kept up a very high standard of
presentation at the meeting, but also stuck (fairly closely) to deadlines imposed by us

during the course of the production of this volume. This enabled a relatively short
interval between the meeting and final publication. This also reflects on our reviewers,
drawn from a number of countries, who deserve considerable praise for their efforts in
providing more than 50 sets of comments on the contributions quickly and fairly.
JULIAN A. DOWDESWELL
JAMES D. SCOURSE

