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Preface
This Special Publication deals mainly with siliciclastic coastal-zone systems developed along lowlying, passive, continental-trailing edges primarily
of east Americas. Utilizing comparable systems
along a north –south track, the main objective is to
examine similarities and differences of coasts of
the Arctic/subarctic, temperate zones and subtropics/tropics. This is a timely exercise to report on
increasing knowledge lately achieved about the
cold regions and, because of the global warming
trend, climatic zones are notably migrating Polewards with significant changes occurring everywhere. A few typical coasts of other continents
have been utilized to illustrate particular cases such
as the Atlantic coast of Portugal, aeolian dunes of
South Africa and Australia, the carbonate– evaporite
system of the Qatar Peninsula, Persian Gulf, and
the complex Mediterranean Sea with stable and
tectonically active systems.
The volume is divided into four parts. Part one
presents worldwide reviews about basic coastalzone concepts, and comparison between coasts of
different climatic zones. Topics and examples are
offered of coastal landforms, vegetation, fauna and
adaption of inhabitants of various climatic zones.
Part two presents reviews and novel studies
dealing with processes, some greatly influenced by
the recent climate warming, and typical features of
coastal zones from the High Arctic to the subarctic.
Part three deals with temperate coastal zones.
Major differences occur between paraglacial (formerly glaciated) areas still affected by some postglacial isostatic rebound and the others, some
impacted by increasing frequency of large storms;
all highly modified by human activities. Part
four examines (1) sedimentological methods on
how to distinguish between tropical storms and

tsunamis, (2) the muddy shores of northeastern
shores of South America, and (3) an evaporite/carbonate coast of the Persian Gulf.
The editors would like to acknowledge the scholarship and hard work of the authors. Several of
them have also volunteered to review same submissions. We wish to thank the reviewers for their
diligent, highly useful work: Adamson, K., Aller,
R., Amos, C., Anthony, E., Bateman, M., Belknap,
D., Brooke, B., Cavallotto, J., Cooper, A., Dalrymple, R. W., Davis, R. Jr., Dillenburg, S., Dinis, J.,
Etienne, S., Finkl, C. W., Forbes, D., Glooschenko,
W., Granja, H. M., Hansom, J., Harvey, N., Hein, C.,
Isla, F., James, N., Jameson, J., Kelletat, D.,
Kendall, C. G. St C., Kotwicki, L., Kroon, A., Lancaster, N., Larson, G., Lawton, T., Lewis, M.,
Mariner, N., Martini, I. P., Mastronuzzi, G.,
McCloskey, T., Byrne, M.-L., Nunn, P., Overduin,
P. P., Pascucci, V., Radziejewska, T., Reinson, G.,
Rovere, A., Sadura, S., Scheffers, A., Schellman,
G., Short, A., Spiske, M., Tamura, T., Trenhaile,
A. S., Turner, N., Valensise, A., Vilas, F., Vinals,
M. J., Wallace, C. W., Wallace, D., Wanless, H.,
Winterwerp, H., Woodroffe C.
We are grateful to the organizations that kindly
gave permission to reproduce previously published
images. The acknowledgments are indicated as
“From” followed by the call for the appropriate
reference.
Special thanks also to Angharad Hills and Tamzin
Anderson of the Geological Society, London who
guided us through the intricacies of the editing
process, and to Hannah Sime and her colleagues
for the final preparation of the publication.
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