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Preface 

THIS VOLUME is in three parts. Part I contains the text of papers given at the 
symposium meeting; in this sense it is what is generally understood by a sym- 
posium in that each paper is the responsibility of the author, who although invited 
to contribute in a particular field has nevertheless decided for himself how to do 
this. I t  thus consists of a series of loosely related papers. Part II, on the other 
hand, is an integrated compilation, and the introduction explains how this effort 
in documentation was organized. It does not comment, however, on the labour 
which made this publication possible; the debt to the many contributors is not in 
all cases manifest in the length of their initialled work below. Complete coverage 
was required by the plan for the volume, but this was only possible at great in- 
convenience to some contributors. Thus, while some contributors may well have 
been in a position to document the taxa requested with relatively little trouble, 
others undertook tasks which were far from easy in order to fill the various gaps. 
In this connexion I should like to pay tribute to the late Dr L. R. Cox, Chairman 
of the Joint Committee, and to Mr N. J. Morris who completed Dr Cox's contri- 
bution after his untimely death; also to Dr G. Thomas for completing the work of 
the late Professor R. G. S. Hudson in similarly distressing conditions. 

Less obvious perhaps is the work done by the Editorial Sub-Committee. The 
responsibility for the chapters in Part II was divided more or less equally between 
five sectional editors, as indicated in the table on p. 827. Having decided the 
policy, which was set out in a series of bulletins to all concerned, each of these five 
editors approached potential contributors to their sections, and undertook a 
continuing responsibility to persuade, explain and edit the work for those chapters. 
This involved a great deal of correspondence and many circulars. In the formu- 
lation of policy and initial circulation of bulletins Dr Rudwick also acted as 
Secretary of the Sub-Committee. For a time when he was ill, and again when he 
was on sabbatical leave, Mr Hughes fulfilled this function. During my own 
absence Mr Hughes also undertook some of the duties of Chairman of the Sub- 
Committee and imparted the necessary degree of impetus and co-ordination. It 
was soon realized that in order to secure uniformity of presentation in the volume, 
and particularly of the figures, professional draughting would be necessary, and 
this was undertaken for the Geological Society by Miss Ailsa B. Reynolds in the 
Department of Geology at Cambridge. However, it became increasingly evident 
that agreement between text and figures could only be achieved by a meticulous 
checking of the submitted charts and text, and whilst the five editors did much of 
this, a substantial check was also carried out by Miss Reynolds, who in addition 
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kept the files and managed the extensive correspondence. Because of the magni- 
tude of this work, and the short time between receipt of many contributions and 
going to press, Mr Hughes made it possible for Mr E. C. Willey to assist in 
rationalizing the references within each of the chapters of Part II  and putting 
their abbreviations, where practicable, into the form of the ld/'orld List of Scientific 
Periodicals (4th edn, London, 1963-5). The references comprise a substantial part 
of the bulk and value of this work. 

Mr B. Wilcock advised on the format and took initial steps to secure printers, 
but the main burden fell on Mr G. E. Satterthwaite, his successor as Editor and 
Executive Secretary of the Geological Society, to negotiate and plan the details 
of printing, and then to receive the total copy and see it through all stages of 
production into book form. 

Professor O. M. B. Bulman, then Head of the Department of Geology at Cam- 
bridge, permitted much of the editorial and office work to be undertaken there, 
and for the latter Miss J. E. Suttle took much responsibility. The Heads of many 
other geological institutions have allowed their staff facilities to contribute to this 
volume, and the Directors of the British Museum (Natural History) and of the 
Geological Survey (now the Institute of Geological Sciences), have given per- 
mission for their staff to publish. This assistance, in respect of all such contri- 
butions, is gratefully acknowledged here; the addresses of the contributors listed 
at the end of each chapter indicate the institutions who have helped in this way. 

Dr Funnell and Dr Cutbill, in volunteering to provide a numerical analysis of 
the data, are fully aware of the limitations which the data themselves impose and 
are under no illusions about the substantial element of variable palaeontological 
activity that their analysis reflects. It was not practicable to begin the final com- 
putations until the last contribution had come in, which left very little time for the 
whole operation. Nevertheless, it was felt that such a numerical presentation 
would be appreciated. 

The magnitude of the volume was difficult to estimate accurately until most of 
the copy had been received, and thus at quite a late stage, when the estimated 
cost of the volume exceeded first estimates by a substantial margin, Mr Hughes 
arranged to guarantee the Geological Society a sum to avoid a suggested economy 
of 50 pages by abbreviating references in Part II  (a guarantee later assumed by the 
Palaeontological Association). Publication of the volume, originally hoped for 
by the end of 1966 was delayed partly by the late and unpredictable arrival of 
several contributions and then by the very large number of corrections that were 
made to the galley proofs. In a work of this kind corrections and improvements 
can be made almost indefinitely. However useful this work may prove to be, it 
must contain many inaccuracies. It will be appreciated if those who take the 
trouble to discover these will communicate them for subsequent publication (see 
note opposite) to the Geological Society. 

W. B. HARLAND, 
Department of Geology, 
Sedgwick Museum, Cambridge 
22 August 1967 



Arrangements for correcting and supplementing 
the documentation 

The Editors will welcome corrections and additions to the documenta- 
tion from any reader. These should be submitted in typescript, set out 
in the style of Part II of this volume--attention is drawn to the Intro- 
duction (pp. 1-11) and to the Introduction to Part II (pp. 158-159). 
Such contributions will be considered for publication, with due 
acknowledgement, in a form to be decided. They should be addressed 
to: 

The Editors, The Fossil Record, 
Geological Society of London, 

Burlington House, 

L O N D O N  W 1. 
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